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While there is an increasing number of studies which focus on the Sochi 2014 Olympics, the 

outcomes of the organizers’ image-making machinery efforts, the process of mediation of the official 

discourse and Games’ imagery through various mass-media channels, and their popular reception at various 

stages of this mega-project remain largely unexplored by the academic community. This presentation will 

introduce and provide an overview of the goals, research questions, theoretical and methodological 

approaches, as well as expected outcomes of the on-going PhD project that will explore these issues. The 

project aims to analyze the Russian government's experience with creating geopolitical imagery while bidding 

for and hosting the Sochi 2014 Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games, and to assess the role of such events 

and their mass-media interpretation in the Kremlin's pursuit of a great power status. Relying on the 

interdisciplinary theoretical field of critical geopolitics, employing such concepts as soft power, nation 

branding, and global media events, and using the ethnographic content analysis method, this study will 

specifically examine (1) discursive and visual imagery created by state officials and event organizers, (2) 

event coverage and interpretation in select agenda-setting mass-media outlets both inside and outside 

Russia, and (3) the dynamics of public engagement and reception of various issues related to the Games. This 

analytically three-fold and empirically cross-cultural research project will paint a detailed picture of the 

strategies, interpretations, and types of reception of geopolitical imagination in the context of the Kremlin's 

great power ambitions and its recent mega-events. It will bridge gaps in theory within and between disciplines 

of Russian historical, political, and cultural studies, geopolitics, mass-media, nation branding, and soft power. 

This holistic account of modern Russia’s first sporting mega-event will also help to provide important political, 

historic, and cultural insights, both retrospective and forward-looking, into the recent deterioration of 

relations between Russia and the West, and the Kremlin’s conscious engagement in an information rivalry with 

its internal and external opponents. 

mailto:vitkaz@gmail.com

